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P17. PATIENTS WITH HEMATOLOGIC MALIGNANCIES SHOW IMPAIRED HUMOR-
AL RESPONSES AGAINST SARS-COV-2 FOLLOWING COVID-19 VACCINATION; A 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW AND META-ANALYSIS
Efstathia Liatsou, Theodoros N Sergentanis, Stavros Lykos, Maria Gavriatopoulou, 
Evangelos Terpos, Ioannis Ntanasis-Stathopoulos
Department of Clinical Therapeutics, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, School 
of Medicine, Athens, Greece

OBJECTIVE: Patients diagnosed with hematologic malignancies constitute a particularly vulnerable 
population that has been severely affected by the corona-virus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandem-
ic. Formal trials of SARS-CΟV-2 vaccines excluded these patients whereas prospective observational 
studies suggest inferior responses to vaccination. The aim of this systematic review and meta-anal-
ysis is to evaluate the efficacy of the vaccination against SARS-CΟV-2 in patients with hematologi-
cal malignancies.
METHODS: A systematic review and meta-analysis was performed in accordance with the Preferred 
Reporting Items for Systematic Review and Meta-analysis (PRISMA) guidelines. Scientific literature 
databases (Pubmed, Embase, and Scopus) were systematically searched until January 30, 2022. 
Random-effects (DerSimonian-Laird) models were used to estimate pooled Effect Size (ES) and 
Relative Risk (RR) of vaccinated patients and healthy controls that seroconverted. The cut-off val-
ues of each individual study were used to define a positive humoral response to vaccination against 
SARS-COV-2.
RESULTS: Sixty studies were included with a total number of 11916 patients. Among patients with 
hematological malignancies, 41% [95% (CI): 0.33-0.50] developed antibodies against SARS-COV-2 
after the first dose of the vaccine and 62% [95% (CI): 0.57-0.67] after two doses of the vaccine. 
Respectively, 90% [95% (CI): 0.82- 0.96] of the healthy participants produced a sufficient amount of 
antibodies against SARS-CΟV-2 after the first dose of the vaccine and 99% [95% (CI): 0.97-1.00] fol-
lowing full vaccination. The Relative Risk (RR) for immunoconversion was calculated; RR: 0.48 [95% 
(CI): 0.97-1.00] and 0.59 [95% (CI): 0.53- 0.66] for first and second vaccine dose, respectively. The 
factors that may affect this reduced immune response, such as type of hematological malignancy, 
type and time intervals of treatment and the administered vaccine type were analyzed as indepen-
dent risk factors for impaired immunoconversion. Subgroup analysis showed that factors with a sta-
tistically significant impact on seroconversion include the type of malignancy: multiple myeloma: 
(RR: 0.41 [95%CI: 0.25-0.67] and RR: 0.81 [95%CI: 0.74-0.88]) after first and second dose of vac-
cine respectively, non-Hodgkin lymphoma (RR: 0.62 [95%CI: 0.46-0.82]), chronic lymphocytic leu-
kemia (RR: 0.54 [95%CI: 0.44-0.66]), active treatment at the time of vaccination (RR: 0.49 [95%CI: 
0.40-0.59]), treatment with monoclonal antibodies (RR: 0.58 [95%CI: 0.41-0.81]), treatment with 
immunomodulators (RR: 0.85 [95%CI: 0.74- 0.97]), treatment with anti CD20 monoclonal antibod-
ies (RR: 0.16 [95%CI: 0.09- 0.28]), autologous stem cell transplant (RR: 0.87 [95%CI: 0.82- 0.94]), 
treatment with Bruton Tyrosine Kinase inhibitors (RR: 0.22 [95%CI: 0.13- 0.37]), CAR-T cell thera-
py (RR: 0.44 [95%CI: 0.22-0.88]) and chemotherapy (RR: 0.75 [95%CI: 0.60- 0.94]). Differences in 
seroconversion rates were also found among different vaccine types: AZD1222 (ES: 0.47 [95%CI: 
0.24- 0.71]), BNT162 B2 (ES: 0.63 [95%CI: 0.56- 0.69], mRNA-1273 (ES: 0.72 [95%CI: 0.57- 0.85]).
CONCLUSION: Results of the meta-analysis show that patients with hematological malignancies 
develop antibodies against SARS-CΟV-2 at lower rates compared to healthy population. The factors 
that were shown to affect immune response could be further used to implement a personalized vac-
cination schedule according to each patients’ hematological disorder and therapy scheme.
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P18. THE FIRST BOOSTER DOSE OF THE BNT162 B2 VACCINE INDUCES SUS-
TAINED HIGH LEVELS OF NEUTRALIZING ANTIBODIES AGAINST SARS-COV-2 AT 
6 MONTHS FOLLOWING VACCINATION IN HEALTHY INDIVIDUALS
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OBJECTIVE: The optimal time interval between the booster COVID-19 vaccination doses remains 
under question. The purpose of this study was to examine the kinetics of SARS-CoV-2 neutralizing 
antibodies (NAbs) after vaccination with the BNT162 b2 mRNA vaccine for a period up to six months 
after the third vaccination (booster dose). The potential impact of gender, age, and body mass in-
dex (BMI) on NΑbs level was also investigated.
METHODS: This study enrolled healthy participants who were vaccinated with three doses of the 
BNT162 b2 mRNA vaccine. NΑbs were measured using FDA-approved techniques on the first day 
(immediately before the first vaccination), one week later (day 8), on the day of the second vacci-
nation (i. e., day 22), two weeks (day 36), one month, three months, six months, and nine months 
after the second dose, and at one month, three months, and six months after the third dose of vac-
cine. None of the participants was tested positive for COVID-19, therefore NAbs values reflect im-
munization dynamics.
RESULTS: Overall, 100 healthy participants were included in the study. The median age was 51 
years, the median BMI was 26.0 kg/m2, and the male-to-female ratio was 1: 1. NAbs levels in-
crease and then decrease after each vaccination dose. However, after the third dose, the increase 
in NAbs is very rapid, whereas the decrease is much slower compared with the results after the 
second dose. The median NAbs titers six months after the third dose (M6 P3 D) were 95.5%, which 
was lower than the median values for M3 P3 D (97.2%) and M1 P3 D (97.8%). These two differenc-
es (M6 P3 D vs. M3 P3 D, M6 P3 D vs. M1 P3 D) were found to be statistically significant (p-values < 
0.001). It is noteworthy that the inhibitory titers on M6 P3 D remained very high (95.5%) compared 
to the M6 median values (57.3%) (p < 0.001). It is worth noting that NAbs values six months after 
the third vaccination were comparable only to those two weeks (median 96.5%) and one month 
(96.3%) after the second vaccination. The higher NAbs titers after the third dose compared with 
those after the second vaccination were also reflected in the higher proportions of participants 
with moderate, high, or very high protection. Specifically, six months after the third dose, 96% of 
subjects had inhibition levels above 50% and 75%, estimating that they were moderately or highly 
protected. One and three months after the third vaccination, the corresponding percentages were 
100% in both cases. Interestingly, six months after the second dose, 60% of the subjects had NAbs 
greater than 50% and only 20% of the participants managed to enter the high protection range. No 
statistically significant differences were found with respect to gender, age and BMI in the develop-
ment of NAbs against SARS-CoV-2 in all time points.
CONCLUSION: In conclusion, these results indicate the sustained humoral response against SARS-
CoV-2 in healthy individuals even at 6 months following the first booster dose of BNT162 b2. Our 
data advocate for an extended time between the first and the second booster dose. A shorter in-
terval can be considered for immunocompromised patients and the elderly, depending on the ep-
idemic dynamics.
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OBJECTIVE: Patients with B-cell malignancies have suboptimal immune responses to SARS-CoV-2 
vaccination and are a high-risk population for severe COVID19 disease. Recent data in patients 
with chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL) and Waldenström mac-
roglobulinemia (WM) report less effective humoral responses following vaccination against SARS-
CoV-2, as reflected by low titers of neutralizing antibodies (NAbs).
METHODS: We evaluated the effect of a third booster BNT162 b2 vaccine on the kinetics of anti- 
SARS-CoV-2 neutralizing antibody (NAbs) titres in patients with B-cell malignancies. Patients with 
NHL (n=54) Waldenström’s macroglobulinemia (n=90) and chronic lymphocytic leukemia (n=49) 
enrolled in the ongoing NCT04743388 study and compared against matched healthy controls. The 
blood collection schedule for this clinical investigation was as follows: on day 1 (D1) before the 
first vaccination, at three weeks (i. e., day 22 prior to the second dose), one month (D50) and three 
months (3 M) post second dose, and one month post the third vaccination (1 MP3 D).
RESULTS: A total of 193 patients who received three doses of BNT162 b2 mRNA vaccine were in-
cluded in the study; patients with non-Hodgkin lymphoma (N=54), chronic lymphocytic leukemia 
(N=49), and Waldenström macroglobulinemia (N=90).. The median age of the entire patient cohort 
was 73 years, and almost equal numbers of men (47.2%) and women (52.8%) participated in the 
study. All patient groups had significantly lower NAbs compared to controls at all time points. One 
month post the third dose (M1 P3 D) NAbs increased significantly compared to previous time points 
(median NAbs 77.9%, p <0.05 for all comparisons) in all patients. NAbs≥50% were seen in 59.1% 
of patients, 34.5% of patients with suboptimal responses post-second dose, elicited a protective 
NAb titre ≥50%. The increase in median NAb titer from before the third dose to one month post the 
third dose was significant in the CLL (34.06% vs 76.17% p=0.001) and WM (25.31% vs 82.22%, 
p<0.001) subgroups, but not the NHL subgroup (18.5% vs 31.56%, p=0.062). Active treatment, rit-
uximab and BTKi treatment were the most important prognostic factors for a poor NAb response at 
1 MP3 D; only 25.8% of patients on active treatment had NAbs ≥50%. No significant between group 
differences were observed.
CONCLUSION: In conclusion, our study demonstrates that a third BNT162 b2 booster dose in pa-
tients with CLL, WM and less so NHL, improves the humoral response against SARS-CoV-2, as re-
flected by an increase in NAbs 1 month following the booster dose (median NAb 77.9%1 MP3 D). 
Across all patient groups, approximately 34.5%% of patients with a suboptimal response 1 month 
after the second dose, had a protective NAb titer of ≥ 50% 1 month following the booster dose. As 
expected, antibody titers were lower compared with controls of similar age and gender at all time-
points (NAbs ≥50% seen only in 59.1% at 1 MP3 D) as humoral immune responses are poorer in 
patients with underlying B-cell hematological malignancies.
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P20. ORAL ANTIVIRALS AGAINST SARS-COV-2 ARE HIGHLY EFFECTIVE IN PA-
TIENTS WITH MULTIPLE MYELOMA AND SYMPTOMATIC COVID-19; RESULTS 
FROM A SINGLE-CENTER, PROSPECTIVE STUDY
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1 Department of Clinical Therapeutics, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, School 
of Medicine, Athens, Greece

OBJECTIVE: Patients with multiple myeloma (MM) and COVID-19 have often severe clinical course 
and high mortality rates (~25%), due to the concomitant disease and treatment-related immu-
nosuppression. Beyond supportive care, antiviral drugs, including molnupiravir and the ritona-
vir-boosted nirmatrelvir, have been licensed for the treatment of high-risk COVID-19. Although 
available evidence supports the use of antivirals in patients with SARS-CoV-2 to prevent severe dis-
ease, relevant data on MM patients is scarce. This prospective study investigates the effect of the 
aforementioned antiviral agents on COVID-19 severity and mortality in patients with MM.
METHODS: Consecutive patients with MM and COVID-19 were prospectively enrolled in the study, 
which started in February 2022. All patients had a positive PCR test for SARS-CoV-2. The patients re-
ceived either ritonavir-nirmatrelvir or molnupiravir, according to the national guidelines. Treatment 
with antivirals was initiated during the first five days from COVID-19 symptom onset in patients 
without need for supplemental oxygen. All patients were at high risk for severe COVID-19 disease 
due to the underlying MM. Baseline demographic and clinical characteristics, as well as levels of 
neutralizing antibodies (NAbs) were collected and compared. The effect of different treatments on 
COVID-19 severity and mortality were examined.
RESULTS: A total of 64 MM patients infected with SARS-CoV-2 were included; 34 (53%) received 
ritonavir-nirmatrelvir and 30 (47%) molnupiravir. There was no difference in median age (65±10 
vs 62±10 years, p=0.387), gender (44% vs 50% females, p=0.638), body weight (79±14 vs. 75±16 
kg, p=0.255), or any other baseline medical condition (p>0.05 for all comparisons), between the 
ritonavir-nirmatrelvir and the molnupiravir group, respectively. All patients were fully vaccinated 
(three doses of mRNA vaccines) against COVID-19. Moreover, NAbs titers before the infection were 
similar [median (IQR) 82% (28.5-95.5) vs 78.5% (20.5-95.25), respectively, p=0.544]. Regarding 
COVID-19 severity, the two groups did not differ significantly in terms of patients with severe symp-
toms requiring hospitalization [2.9% vs 6.7%, for ritonavir-nirmatrelvir vs molnupiravir, respec-
tively, relative risk (RR) 0.44, 95%CI 0.04-4.63], need for tocilizumab (2.9% vs 6.7%, respective-
ly, p=0.48) or corticosteroids (2.9% vs 6.7%, respectively, p=0.48). The outcome was also simi-
lar when comparing patients with severe/moderate COVID-19 between the two groups (11.8% vs 
10.0%, RR 1.18, 95%CI 0.29-4.84, respectively). Finally, mortality was similar for the two groups, 
reaching 2.9% for patients on ritonavir-nirmatrelvir and 3.3% for those on molnupiravir (RR 0.88, 
95%CI 0.06-13.50).
CONCLUSION:  In conclusion, ritonavir-nirmatrelvir and molnupiravir are highly effective in pre-
venting severe disease in MM patients with COVID-19 and we suggest that all myeloma patients 
who are affected by SARS-CoV-2 should start antiviral treatment within five days of diagnosis.
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P21. COVID-19 SECONDARY COLD AGGLUTININ SYNDROME
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INTRODUCTION:  COVID-19 is a global pandemic triggered by the severe acute respiratory syn-
drome-coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The autoimmune hemolytic anemia (AIHA), including cold ag-
glutinin disease (CAD), is greatly affected by COVID-19. Infection, such as the Epstein-Barr virus 
(EBV) or Mycoplasma pneumonia, and Cytomegalovirus (CMV) can all contribute to the develop-
ment of CAD (1-4). Herein, we report a patient with CAD associated with COVID-19 in whom anemia 
improved after intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) therapy.
CASE REPORT: A 50-year-old male patient with refractory acute lymphoblastic leukemia without 
comorbidity was admitted to the hospital to receive remission induction therapy. Laboratory re-
sults on day 46 of consolidative FLAG- IDA regimen revealed anemia with disproportionately low 
hematocrit and elevated mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration. An analysis of a blood sam-
ple that had been pre-warmed to 37 °C produced hematocrit and mean corpuscular hemoglobin 
concentrations that were proportionate to the measured hemoglobin. Laboratory data were no-
table for hemoglobin 6.3 g/dL, hematocrit 7.7%, indirect bilirubin 0.23 mg/dL, lactate dehydroge-
nase 269 U/L, haptoglobin 235 mg/dl. The white blood cell count was 7.05 x10^3/µL (neutrophils 
88.2%, lymphocytes 1%) and the platelet count was 27 x10^3/µL. Other data were ferritin 5315 
µg/L, D-dimer 3040 µg/L FEU, and C reactive protein 115 mg/L. Further evaluations revealed a 4+ 
(high titer) cold agglutinin antibody, and a 3+ direct antiglobulin test. We investigated the under-
lying cause of CAD and the patient’s Covid-19 test was positive. The patient received 400 mg/kg of 
IVIG therapy for 5 days and his hemoglobin level improved gradually.
CONCLUSION: Due to molecular similarities, SARS-CoV-2 infection can cause autoimmunity and 
break immunological tolerance. It is possible that the production of pre-existing cold agglutinins 
and autoantibodies against RBCs is enhanced by COVID-19 (1-4). COVID-19 can cause AIHA, includ-
ing CAS. Further prospective studies with larger numbers of patients are needed to assess the ben-
eficial effect of IVIG therapy (1-4).
REFERENCES: 1. Cabo J, Brochier A, Saussoy P, van Dievoet MA, Capirchio L, Delire B, et al. Positive 
direct antiglobulin test in COVID-19 patients: Decision-making process. Transfus Clin Biol [Internet]. 
2021; 28 (4): 414-9. Available from: https://doi. org/10.1016/j. tracli.2021.05.010. 2. Tsukamoto 
Y, Umeda M, Muto Y, Sugimoto T, Yamauchi M, Ando K, et al. Severe Anemia Due to Cold Agglutinin 
Syndrome in a COVID-19 Patient with IgM Monoclonal Gammopathy of Undetermined Significance 
Successfully Treated with Corticosteroids. Intern Med. 2022; 61 (11): 1789-93. 3. Al HM, Gareeb I 
Al, Kaushik A, Kujawska M, El G, Batiha S. Hemolytic anemia in COVID ‑ 19. Ann Hematol [Internet]. 
2022;(0123456789). Available from: https://doi. org/10.1007/s00277-022-04907-7. 4. Lazarian 
G, Quinquenel A, Bellal M, Siavellis J, Jacquy C, Re D, et al. Autoimmune hemolytic anemia associat-
ed with COVID-19 infection. Br J Haematol. 2020; 190 (1): 29-31.
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OBJECTIVE: In the recent years procalcitonin (PCT) has emerged as a useful biomarker for the di-
agnosis of sepsis and bacterial infection. Inflammatory markers such as C- reactive protein (CRP) 
and ferritin are elevated in the majority of patients with Hodgkin Lymphoma (HL), a finding that 
may cause diagnostic problems and unnecessary delay in treatment initiation. However, an ongo-
ing infection very rarely coexists with HL at the time of diagnosis. PCT levels might be helpful in 
differentiating bacterial infection from non-bacterial inflammation. So far there are no other pub-
lished studies evaluating serum PCT in previously untreated patients with HL.
METHODS:  In order to assess whether and to what extent the underlying chronic inflammatory 
condition in HL is associated with elevated PCT levels, we recorded serum PCT levels as well as oth-
er routine inflammation markers in newly diagnosed HL patients. Values ≤0.50 ng/mL were con-
sidered as normal. Values between 0.10 and 0.50 were considered as normal but detectable, while 
values <0.10 were considered as clearly normal and undetectable. Serum PCT levels were consid-
ered elevated if exceeded the cut-off value of 0.50 ng/L.
RESULTS: Among 137 patients diagnosed with HL and treated in our unit between April 2010 and 
August 2015, 55 had B-symptoms (40%), ESR was ≥50 mm/h in 77/130 (59%) and 116 patients 
(85%) had elevated CRP; the median CRP was 38.1 mg/L (range; 2.97-328.0). The median serum 
ferritin was 154.1 ng/ml (range; 7-6709) and leukocytosis (WBC ≥15 x109/L) was recorded in 20 
(15%) patients. Serum PCT levels were normal in the vast majority of the patients [clearly normal/
undetectable 94/137 (68.5%) and normal/ detectable 41/137 (30%)] with median value <0.10 
ng/ml (<0.10-15.90). Only two patients had elevated PCT levels (1.5%). Patients who had serum 
PCT<0.10 ng/ml had lower median CRP [25.75; range (2.97-203.0)] compared to patients with PCT 
≥0.10 ng/ml who had median CRP of 92.50 mg/L (range; 3.34-328.0; p<0.001). Almost all patients 
(40/41, 97.6%) with detectable PCT levels had also elevated CRP. Compared to patients with nor-
mal/undetectable levels, those with PCT ≥0.10 ng/ml had more frequently advanced disease stage 
(83%), B symptoms (73%), ESR ≥50 mm/h (82%), anemia (81%), hypoalbuminemia (90%), leuko-
cytosis (27%) and higher serum ferritin, haptoglobin and a2-globulin levels.
CONCLUSION: This is the first study showing that the inflammatory condition characterizing HL is 
not associated with meaningful serum PCT elevations, although CRP levels were elevated in 85% of 
the cases. Only extremely active disease may cause mild PCT elevations, but the frequency of this 
phenomenon does not exceed 1%. Consequently, normal serum PCT levels may rule out the diag-
nostic possibility of occult infection in HL patients, thus preventing extensive infection work-up, 
which may further delay treatment initiation.
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P23. A CASE REPORT ALONG WITH LITERATURE REVIEW ON PROLONGED 
SPONTANEOUS REMISSION OF DIFFUSE LARGE B-CELL LYMPHOMA UPON 
WITHDRAWAL OF INFLIXIMAB IN ΑPATIENT WITH PSORIASIS: TREATMENT WITH 
APREMILAST AND LATE RELAPSE AFTER 3 YEARS
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INTRODUCTION: Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) is a highly aggressive type of non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma with heterogeneous molecular signature and lethal outcome if left untreated. On the 
other side, the potential risk of tumor necrosis factor-α inhibitors (anti-TNFα)-associated lymph-
oproliferative diseases (LPDs) has been extensively studied in rheumatoid arthritis and Crohn’s 
disease. As a result, a heterogeneous spectrum of iatrogenic lymphoplasmacytic proliferations 
evolving to lymphomas thatmay be developed after immunosuppresion for autoimmune disorders 
is described in the WHO classification. However, the association of psoriasis with lymphoma devel-
opment, especially in the era of novel biologic agents (NBA) has not been clearly elucidated.
CASE REPORT: Herein, we describe a rare case of psoriasis patient having been treated with inflix-
imab and cyclosporine that developed DLBCL with multiple dismal prognostic characteristic sand 
presented to our department for a second opinion, having been already programmed for immu-
nochemotherapy. Interestingly in this case, the “rather accidentally” withdrawal of immunosup-
pression as the patient was seeking for a second opinion led gradually to spontaneous remission 
of this unfavorable and aggressive disease. However, while close follow-up had been decided over 
systemic therapy for this patient, lymphoma relapsed with the same features 3 years later, follow-
ing treatment with apremilast and leflunomide due to clinical exacerbation of psoriasis. Then, stan-
dard immunochemotherapy for DLBCL was administered leading to disease remission along with 
complete metabolic response until now, having been maintained for 2 years.
CONCLUSION: Only ten such cases of LPD following NBA treatment have been described in the sci-
entific literature so far. Notably in our case, the fact that the patient remained 3 years disease-free 
avoiding the toxicity of chemotherapy as well as the complete and sustained metabolic response 
having been achieved after standard chemotherapy for DLBCL, both strongly supportthat NBA with-
drawal under very close monitoring could be a logical therapeutic approach even in patients with 
aggressive LPD with unfavorable prognostic features.
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ELDERLY PATIENT WITH MULTIPLE COMORBIDITIES: EFFECTIVE TREATMENT 
WITH A MINI-R-DA-EPOCH VERSION
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INTRODUCTION: In the 2016 WHO classification of lymphoid neoplasms HGBL was defined as a separate en-
tity, classified into double/triple-hit lymphomas and HGBL not otherwise specified (HGBL-NOS), which do not 
carry combined c-myc and bcl-2 and/or bcl-6 rearrangements and usually have the morphology of HGBL-
DLBCL/BL. HGBL frequently presents with extranodal and bone marrow involvement, but rarely with frank 
leukemic picture. We report a case falling to the very uncommon category of frankly leukemic HGBL-NOS.
CASE REPORT: In May 2019 an 81-year old male presented with left-sided hearing impairment due to a 4.3 
x4.0 cm nasopharyngeal mass. Biopsy indicated a B-cell neoplasm, CD20+, PAX5+, bcl-2+, bcl-6+, MUM-
1+, c-myc+(95%), Ki67 60%. Laboratory testing revealed lymphocytosis, elevated LDH and β2-microglob-
ulin levels and chronic renal disease (creatinine 2.1 mg/dl). Peripheral blood smear showed 50% atypical 
blastoid cells with basophilic cytoplasm, fine chromatin and nucleoli. Bone marrow biopsy demonstrated 
90% infiltration by a blastoid B-cell population (non-GCB phenotype, c-myc 90%) with myc but not bcl2 
rearrangement by FISH. CT/MRI staging was negative and the diagnosis of stage IVA HGBL-NOS was estab-
lished. Medical history included diabetes mellitus type 2, coronary heart disease/ bypass graft, heart fail-
ure and chronic kidney disease. Prephase with prednisone and cyclophosphamide was initially adminis-
tered. Afterwards, we adopted an unpublished “mini” R-da-EPOCH version at 50% of initial doses, based on 
the R-mini-CHOP experience and the escalation rules of the original R-da-EPOCH. Six cycles were adminis-
tered with a 25% dose increase at the 3 rd and 30% at the 4 th cycle, followed by two additional rituximab 
infusions and intrathecal CNS prophylaxis. End-of-treatment restaging demonstrated complete remission 
which lasted for almost 12 months, when metastatic lung cancer was diagnosed and the patient passed 
away soon later.
CONCLUSION: This report aims to present an exceptionally rare case of HGBL-NOS with leukemic involve-
ment and c-myc rearrangements, in the context of t(8; 14) without BL morphology and a non-GCB phe-
notype. Given the localized nasopharyngeal presentation and the normal haemoglobin/platelet levels, the 
frank leukemic picture was totally unexpected and the morphology was impressive, mimicking acute leu-
kemia. HGBL prognosis is poor and intensified immunochemotherapy is mandatory. Given the advanced age 
and serious comorbidities, effective anti-lymphoma treatment was a challenge. The oldest patients in R-da-
EPOCH trials were 86-88 years old, however, disturbed renal function was always an exclusion criterion. In 
addition, full-dose R-da-EPOCH administration appears risky in very elderly, at the same time that R-mini-
CHOP is a standard of care for very elderly DLBCL. Moreover, starting from R-mini-CHOP, very elderly patients 
might tolerate carefully escalated R-CHOP doses. Thus, in this patient, we started with 50% of dose level 1 
and adopted an individualized dose escalation process. Despite age and serious comorbidities he tolerated 
some extent of dose escalation and unexpectedly achieved a complete remission, which was sustained for 
at least one year and might correspond to cure for this aggressive disease. Further to the exceptional leuke-
mic presentation and morphology associated with this rare histology, this case illustrates the potential for 
cure in leukemic HGBL-NOS, which justifies individualized moderately intensive chemoimmunotherapy even 
in very elderly patients with severe comorbidities, given that there is no viable alternative.
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INTRODUCTION: Intravascular Large B-Cell Lymphoma (IVLBCL) is a very rare subtype of lympho-
ma and is characterized by obliteration in the lumen of small and medium sized blood vessels. Its 
annual incidence has been reported as less than 0.5/1,000,000. Central Nervous System (CNS) and 
skin involvement is more common, but infiltration can be detected in all extranodal organs and tis-
sues. We aimed to present our case who was diagnosed as Primary Central IVLBCL while investigat-
ing the etiology of cerebrovascular event
CASE REPORT: A 48-year-old female patient with no known systemic disease other than hyperten-
sion was admitted to the neurology department with the complaints of balance disorder, weakness 
on the left side, and speech disorder. It was learned that the patient had been examined with sim-
ilar complaints 1 month ago, the etiology of cerebrovascular event could not be determined, and 
she was followed up with the initiation of antiaggregant treatment. Simultaneous hemorrhagic and 
ischemic areas in different localizations were detected in cranial imaging. Considering the prelim-
inary diagnosis of vasculitis and gliomatosis cerebri, a brain biopsy was performed from the right 
temporal region. Short-term pulse steroid was administered while waiting for the biopsy result. 
While CD20, bcl-2, Bcl-6, c-MYC, KI-67: 95% was found positive, Cyclin D1 was found negative in 
the patient’s brain biopsy material. A diagnosis of IVLBCL was confirmed with the biopsy result. The 
patient was transferred to the hematology inpatient unit. Lymphadenopathy and hepatospleno-
megaly were not detected in the patient who was somnolent and had left hemiplegia on physical 
examination. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) involvement was not observed in the CSF cytology of the pa-
tient. No disease infiltration was observed in bone marrow aspiration and biopsy. The patient treat-
ed with 2 courses of rituximab, idarubicin, ARA-C, methotrexate (R-IDARAM protocol) and intrathe-
cal methotrexate, ARA-C were administered. Autologous stem cell transplantation was planned, 
stem cell mobilization was performed at the end of the 2 nd course of treatment and 4.93 million 
stem cells were collected. 41 Gy cranial radiotherapy (CRT) was applied to the patient whose CNS 
involvement continued after chemotherapy. After discharge, no residual lesion was observed in the 
cranial magnetic resonance imaging. Regression of the previously detected vasogenic edema and 
ischemic areas were also observed. The patient is still being followed in remission and autologous 
stem cell transplantation planned.
CONCLUSION: IVLBCL is a very rare lymphoma subtype. The mean age at diagnosis is 60, and the 
ratio of male to female is similar. Although the survival time is limited to months, it has been re-
ported that 3-year survival is high in those who have received autologous stem cell transplanta-
tion. Since it is very rare, there is no common opinion on the treatment procedure. Methotrexate-
containing regimens are used in patients with central nervous system involvement. Our patient 
was diagnosed at the age of 48 and was evaluated as a classical variant. Clinical and radiological 
complete response was obtained after 2 courses of R-IDARAM protocol and CRT.
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OBJECTIVE: Recently, FDA issued regulatory approval for the innovative monoclonal antibody-cy-
totoxin conjugate Belantamab Mafodotin (Belamaf), which targets the B-cell maturation antigen 
(BCMA) and is indicated for relapsed and treatment-refractory multiple myeloma (RRMM) patients. 
In vitro evidence supports that Belamaf contributes to the depletion of aberrant plasma cells 
through a multimodal mode of action; this includes the rapid intracellular release of Belamaf’s cy-
totoxic component, monomethyl auristatin F (MMAF), resulting in direct cell killing or the induction 
of immunogenic cell death (ICD). In this study we analyzed the mechanism of action of Belamaf 
in vivo. For this, we determined the levels of three ICD markers, high-mobility group box 1 protein 
(HMGB1), calreticulin (CRT) and the immunopotent fragment of prothymosin a [proTα(100-109)], 
in the peripheral blood of newly diagnosed MM (NDMM) patients treated with Belamaf.
METHODS: Fifteen transplant ineligible NDMM patients were administered Belamaf as part of the 
induction scheme, which also included lenalidomide and dexamethasone. Peripheral blood sam-
ples were collected before and 24 h post Belamaf infusion. The concentration of HMGB1 was deter-
mined in patients’ serum with a commercially available highly-sensitive ELISA (Cloud-Clone Corp.) 
and the levels of ProTα(100-109) were estimated in patients’ plasma with an in-house developed 
competitive ELISA. The expression of CRT was evaluated on circulating plasma cells (CTCs) with 
flow cytometry, by adding an APC-conjugated rabbit anti-human CRT antibody (EPR3924, Abcam) 
and its relevant isotypic control, to a multiparametric panel containing fluorochrome-conjugated 
antibodies against human CD38 (FITC; Cytognos), CD45 (PerCPCy5.5; Becton-Dickinson, BD), CD56 
(PE; Cytognos), CD138 (BV421; BD) and CD19 (PeCy7; Beckman Coulter). In total, 2 x106 peripheral 
blood cells/sample were analyzed.
RESULTS:  The concentration of HMGB1 in patients’ serum showed a 3-fold increase 24 h after 
Belamaf administration (mean value prior and post Belamaf 63 ng/ml and 172 ng/ml, respectively; 
P<0.0001). The levels of ProTa had a clear tendency of increase (mean values 2.6 ng/ml prior vs. 
3.2 ng/ml post Belamaf), though the differences did not attain statistical significance, probably due 
to the limited number of cases analyzed. In all but one patient, Belamaf treatment resulted in the 
significant decrease of CTCs by approximately one logarithmic unit, within 24 h following adminis-
tration. In the vast majority of patients, the ratio of the mean fluorescent intensity (MFI) of CRT to 
the relevant MFI of its isotypic control on CTCs was 1.5-2-fold higher after Belamaf administration, 
showing that the remaining CTCs expressed higher levels of CRT on their cell surface. Interestingly, 
patients with a better 3-month response to induction therapy (very good partial response or bet-
ter) had more profound evidence of ICD than those with partial response, and could be sufficient-
ly clustered together in a PCA model including HMGB1 and ProTα ratios (concentrations post/pre 
Belamaf administration).
CONCLUSION: Belamaf is an effective drug against BCMA-expressing cells with promising potential 
for use at various lines of MM treatment. Our study provides clear evidence that Belamaf rapidly (at 
24 h) promotes in vivo the ICD of myeloma cells and supports an association between the intensity 
of ICD induction with the subsequent response-to-treatment.
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OBJECTIVE: The apparent heterogeneity of multiple myeloma (MM) necessitates the identification 
of novel biomarkers with a strong prognostic value. The presence of circulating tumor cells (CTCs) 
in newly-diagnosed MM (NDMM) patients has been proposed as a valuable prognostic biomarker. 
Nevertheless, current methodologies reported to date, yielded heterogeneous results due to vari-
ations in their detection efficacy. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the characteristics and 
prognostic value of CPCs utilizing highly-sensitive next-generation flow (NGF) cytometry, capable 
to detect aberrant plasma cells (APCs) at the level of 2 x10-6.
METHODS: Peripheral blood (PB) and matched bone marrow (BM) samples from 525 NDMM pa-
tients were prospectively evaluated with NGF for the presence of aberrant plasma cells (APCs) ac-
cording to the Euroflow guidelines. The median limit of detection (LOD) for all samples analyzed 
was 2.2 x10-6. The levels of CPCs were correlated with various baseline clinical prognostic param-
eters, including the cytogenetic status and the ISS stage. The prognostic impact of CTCs on subse-
quent disease progression was estimated with log-rank test. Multivariate analysis was performed 
with Cox-proportional hazard model. The median follow-up period since the time of CTC evaluation 
was 42 months (range: 3-66 months).
RESULTS: CTCs were detected in 468/525 (89.1%) samples [range 0.0002% - 63.8% of peripher-
al blood nucleated cells (PBNCs)]. The majority of patients with detectable CTCs (402/468; 86%) 
showed a matched phenotypic profile of aberrant plasma cells in PB and BM. However, 66/468 pa-
tients (14%) had phenotypic discrepancies and had significantly higher levels of CTCs than those 
with a phenotypic agreement at the two sites (0.03% vs. 0.01%; P=0.008). Higher CTC numbers 
(>0.1% of PBNCs) correlated with increased BM infiltration, ISS-III stage and high-risk cytogenetics 
(P<0.0001). Inversely, the lower presence of CTCs (≤0.001% of PBNCs) correlated with decreased 
serum β2-microglobulin, higher hemoglobin levels and an elevated BM normal plasma cell com-
partment (R2=0.84; P<0.0001). No association was detected between CTC numbers and the ther-
apeutic response to induction treatment. However, patients with CTCs ≥0.02% had a 2.2-fold high-
er risk of subsequent progression which was independent from ISS stage, induction regimen and 
baseline cytogenetics (HR: 2.4, 95% CI: 1.65-3.57; P<0.001).

Conclusion: NGF enables the detection of rare CTCs in NDMM, many of which would have been 
falsely missed with a lower sensitivity approach. The increased levels of CTCs have a negative 
prognostic impact on subsequent relapse, which stands independent from other established 
prognostic factors. Therefore, it is highly recommended that the evaluation of CTCs is includ-
ed for the establishment of improved risk-stratification models.
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P28. INFILTRATION PERCENTAGE OF BONE MARROW IN MULTIPLE MYELOMA: 
PROGNOSTIC SIGNIFICANCE AND BONE MARROW ASPIRATE VERSUS BONE 
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OBJECTIVE: Plasma cell infiltration percentage of the bone marrow constitutes a diagnostic crite-
rion of multiple myeloma (MM), nonetheless its prognostic value remains indeterminate and prob-
ably insignificant in the era of novel prognostic factors and therapies. However, the bone marrow 
plasma cell (BMPC) percentage before and after autologous transplant has been recognized as a 
prognostic factor for disease progression and survival. Moreover, BMPC percentage > 60% rep-
resents a marker for high-risk smoldering MM and a criterion for treatment initiation.
METHODS: We evaluated the prognostic significance of BMPC percentage in 345 newly diagnosed 
patients with MM, 154 female and 191 male, with a median age of 65 (29-88) years. Monoclonal 
paraprotein was of IgG class in 216 (62.6%), IgA in 70 (20%), IgD in 1 (0.35), light-chain MM in 
35 (10%), and non-secretory MM in 23 (7%) patients. Sixty one patients (18%) had renal failure 
(creatinine > 2 mg/dl). All patients had a bone marrow aspirate result, whereas 228 (66%) had an 
additional bone marrow biopsy result (BMB). There was a profound correlation between the BMPC 
percentage of aspiration and BMB (p=0.01). In 28 cases the infiltration percentage was underesti-
mated with aspiration over biopsy, whilst the opposite occurred only in 4 cases
RESULTS: The 5-year overall survival (OS) was 55% and median survival was 65 months (95%CI 
56-73.7). Patients with less than 50% marrow infiltration demonstrated advanced survival rates 
compared to patients with BMPC ≥50% (median OS 85 vs 48 months respectively, p <0.001). The 
prognostic value of the BMPC percentage was more obvious in patients with minimal marrow in-
filtration rate: patients with BMPC <25% showed a survival advantage against those with 25-70% 
and >70% rates (median OS not reached vs 60 vs 53 months respectively, p=0.004). In a multi-
variate analysis, the BMPC percentage at diagnosis was not an independent prognostic factor for 
progression free (PFS) and overall survival (OS). The latter was significantly influenced solely by 
lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), age, disease stage, and renal failure. The BMPC percentage was sig-
nificantly related to albumin levels, hemoglobin, LDH, disease stage (p<0.001 for all) and renal 
failure (p<0.005).
CONCLUSION:  In conclusion, the BMPC percentage, even though it does not constitute an inde-
pendent prognostic factor in MM, it provides useful information about its diagnosis and prognosis.
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P29. MEASURABLE RESIDUAL DISEASE (MRD) - BASED RESPONSE ONE 
MONTH (+1 MO) POST AUTOLOGOUS STEM CELL TRANSPLANTATION (ASCT) IN 
MULTIPLE MYELOMA (MM) PATIENTS - A SINGLE CENTRE EXPERIENCE
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Panteliadou, Anastasia Athanasiadou, Georgios Papaioannou, Chrysanthi Vadikoliou, 
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OBJECTIVE: MRD study +1 mo post ASCT in MM patients.
METHODS: MRD available data of consecutive MM patients who underwent ASCT during 2020-2022 
in our centre were analysed. Undetectable MRD was defined as presence of less than <1 x10-5 cells 
with next-generation flow cytometry (NGF). Analysis was performed according to EUROFLOW pro-
tocol
RESULTS: We studied 15 male and 13 female MM patients, median age 53 (31-66) years-old, di-
agnosed with MM type IgG, IgA and light-chain (16, 6 and 6 patients, respectively). ISS and R-ISS 
at diagnosis was Ι, ΙΙ, ΙΙΙ in 7, 10, 6 and 9, 9, 3 patients respectively. ISS was not available in 8 pa-
tients. Extramedullar plasmacytoma was present in 6/28 patients at diagnosis. Cytogenetic data 
was available in 26/28 patients. Normal karyotype was detected in 21 patients. The rest 6 patients 
had complex karyotype, 2 of them hypodiploidy and 4 hyperdiploidy. Regarding FISH assessments 
4/24 patients had del17 p, 3/19 had del1 p/add1 q and 4/17 had t(4; 14). No one had t(14; 16) or 
t(14; 20). 17 p aberration was combined with additional high-risk abnormalities in 4 patients. More 
specifically, complex karyotype was detected in 2/4 patients, t(4; 14) in 2/4, 1 p/1 q in 2/4. One 
patient had hypodiploidy concomitantly with 17 p, 1 p και t(4; 14) and presence of extramedul-
lar plasmacytoma. High-risk cytogenetics were detected in 9/27 patients. Induction regimen with 
VCD was administered in 12 patients, VTD on 11, VRD in 2 and Dara-VTD in 2 patients. In 2/11 VTD 
and 1/2 VRD patients were switched to VCD due to intolerance. Four out of 12 VCD patients did not 
achieve VGPR. Thus, two patients were switched to VRD, one to KRD and one to DaraRd. A total of 9 
(5-16) treatment cycles were administered. Patients received 3.92 x106 (2.00-9.33)/kg BW CD34+ 
autologous stem cells infusions. Neutrophil and platelet engraftment occurred within 11 and 12 
days respectively. Disease status pre-transplant was CR/VGPR/PR in 7/15/6 patients. Three pa-
tients relapsed during a median follow-up of 10 (1-33) months. More specifically, a male patient 
with multiple high-risk features relapsed in 4 months post ASCT, one more female also with high-
risk features in 17 months and a male standard-risk patient in 30 months. MRD assessment was 
available one month (+1 mo) post ASCT in 26/28 patients, +6 mo in 8 patients, +12 mo in 4 pa-
tients and +18 mo in 5 patients. Pre-ASCT MRD was available in 11/28 patients; only 2 were MRD-
undetectable. One-logarithm level MRD decrease was achieved in 4 patients and two-logarithm 
decrease in 2 patients post-ASCT. 4/9 patients with high-risk cytogenetics were in CR pre-ASCT. 
Remarkably, 8/9 patients of this group had undetectable MRD +1 mo post-ASCT; the ninth patient 
was lost to follow-up. Three out of the rest 18 standard-risk patients were in CR pre-ASCT and 7/17 
achieved MRD-undetectable disease +1 mo post-ASCT.
CONCLUSION: Despite the limited patient number of the cohort, it is confirmed that ASCT deepens 
disease response in MM patients. Undetectable MRD is feasible even in high-risk patients. Further 
follow up is required to extract safer conclusions regarding the sustainability of undetectable MRD 
in these high-risk patients.
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OBJECTIVE: Patients with newly diagnosed multiple myeloma (MM), who are eligible for autolo-
gous stem cell transplantation (ASCT), are usually treated with induction therapy followed by ASCT 
and lenalidomide maintenance until disease progression or unacceptable toxicity. Both bone mar-
row and imaging sustained minimal residual disease (MRD) negativity are significant prognostic 
factors for both PFS and OS, but yet, they are not used for treatment decisions. A notable propor-
tion of patients on lenalidomide maintenance will remain progression-free in the long-term. In this 
context, it is important to define the optimal duration and the criteria to discontinue maintenance 
safely.
METHODS: In this prospective cohort study, we included patients with newly diagnosed MM from 
January 1 st, 2016 to December 31 st, 2019, who received induction treatment and subsequently 
underwent ASCT followed by lenalidomide maintenance. MRD status was evaluated in patients who 
had achieved stringent complete remission (sCR) at 6, 12, 24, and 36 months after the initiation 
of maintenance. MRD samples were evaluated by next generation flow according to the EuroFlow 
guidelines. Patients who had at least 3 consecutive MRD negative results and had completed 36 
months of maintenance, underwent a PET/CT scan. Those with negative PET/CT discontinued lena-
lidomide maintenance and MRD was performed every 6 months thereafter. In case of MRD conver-
sion from negative to positive and/or relapse from sCR the patient restarted lenalidomide mainte-
nance.
RESULTS: Overall, 151 patients received induction with proteasome-inhibitor-based regimens (VCD 
or VRD) and underwent ASCT. During a median follow-up of 60.5 months (range 47-74 months), 44 
(29.1%) patients had disease progression and 20 (13.2%) patients died. Out of 107 patients who 
did not progress or die, 34 (31.7%) patients achieved sustained bone marrow MRD negativity and 
imaging MRD negativity at 3 years and thus they discontinued lenalidomide maintenance, accord-
ing to study schedule. Their median age at MM diagnosis was 56.5 years (range 43-64). Twenty 
(59%) patients were males, whereas 19 (56%) had IgG, 9 (26%) had IgA and 6 (18%) had light-
chain MM. Six months after discontinuation of lenalidomide maintenance, all evaluable patients 
(n=21) were found to be MRD negative, while 12 and 18 months post-lenalidomide discontinuation 
82% of patients continued to be MRD negative. Two patients restarted treatment with lenalidomide 
monotherapy after converting from MRD negative to MRD positive at 12 months following the initial 
completion of maintenance. Both patients remain MRD positive and have no evidence of disease 
progression at 8 months after lenalidomide restart.
CONCLUSION: We conclude that sustained MRD negativity at 3 years post-ASCT and lenalidomide 
maintenance might help in the decision to stop maintenance treatment, although this has to be 
proven in prospective randomized clinical trials. Close follow-up with consecutive MRD testing can 
trace an early myeloma relapse.
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OBJECTIVE: Data on the frequency of skeletal-related events (SREs) in patients with newly diag-
nosed multiple myeloma (NDMM) at a population-based level in the era of novel agents are rather 
scarce. In this context, we evaluated the incidence of SREs among NDMM at the time of diagnosis 
and at the time of first relapse and their impact on survival outcomes. Furthermore, we investigat-
ed the correlations among SREs, imaging pattern according to baseline magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI), patient, disease and treatment characteristics, and their impact on patient prognosis.
METHODS: This is a prospective, observational study conducted at a single center from 2012 to 
2020. The inclusion criteria included: (i) adult patients with NDMM; (ii) patients receiving first- and 
second-line therapy with novel agents including proteasome inhibitors, immunomodulatory drugs 
and anti-CD38 monoclonal antibodies; (iii) patients with available MRI examination at baseline. The 
primary end point of the study was the evaluation of the incidence of SREs at diagnosis, and their 
impact on survival. Secondary end points included: (i) distribution of different types of SREs at di-
agnosis and during first or second relapse; (ii) possible correlations between the incidence of SREs 
with disease and patients’ characteristics.
RESULTS: Overall, a total of 370 patients with available baseline MRI were included. Among them, 
200 (54%) were males and 99% were Caucasian. The median age at diagnosis was 65 (range 31-
92). One third were categorized as ISS stage 1 (34%), one third as ISS stage 2 (35%), and another 
third as ISS stage 3 (31%). A total of 214 patients (58%) had IgG myeloma subtype, 90 patients 
had IgA (24%), and 62 patients had light-chain myeloma (17%). The majority of participants (n = 
220, 60%) had ECOG performance status (PS) 0 or 1 at diagnosis. One hundred and twenty patients 
(n = 120, 32%) were classified as capable of only limited self-care or were completely disabled 
(ECOG PS: 3-4). Interestingly, this was mainly attributed to myeloma bone disease complications 
(105/120 patients). Overall, 294 (80%) of the patients presented with at least one lytic lesion ac-
cording to the imaging assessment at baseline with either whole body X-rays or whole body low 
dose computed tomography at diagnosis. Among them, 208 (56%) presented with at least one SRE 
at diagnosis. Fractures were the most common reported SRE (48%). The incidence of SREs at di-
agnosis was higher in patients with osteolytic lesions, abnormal MRI pattern, hypercalcemia, and 
at least 60% bone marrow infiltration by plasma cells. Importantly, the patients with normal MRI 
pattern, who did not present with SREs at diagnosis, had statistically significant improved median 
OS in comparison with the patients who had abnormal MRI pattern and/or presence of SREs at di-
agnosis (9.3 versus 6.6 years, p = 0.048).
CONCLUSION: In conclusion, our study showed that SREs are frequent at the time of MM diagnosis 
and may have a prognostic value in combination with baseline MRI findings. Early detection of my-
eloma bone disease and tailored patient management are essential to optimize patient outcomes.
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OBJECTIVE: Multiple myeloma (MM) is the most common primary bone-originating tumor, where-
as extramedullary plasmacytoma (EMP) is a plasma cell tumor that arises outside the bone and 
is most commonly found in the head and neck area. Gastrointestinal and particularly gallblad-
der involvement is exceedingly rare and symptoms, if any, are usually similar to those seen with 
cholelithiasis. EMPs are cytomorphologically divided from mature to atypical, plasmablastic, or an-
aplastic neoplastic cells and treatment options usually include surgical resection and/or systemic 
therapy.
METHODS: In this report, we present a rare case of plasmablastic EMP that was incidentally found 
on computed tomography (CT) in an asymptomatic patient with only mild right upper quadrant and 
epigastric tenderness on physical examination. A cholecystectomy was performed with histopa-
thology showing infiltration of the gallbladder by a lamda-chain monoclonal population of CD138+, 
CD79+, CD56+, CyclinD1+ and IgA+ plasma cells, with a significantly elevated Ki67 index of 98%. 
An additional fluorodeoxyglucose-positron emission tomography (FDG PET)-CT that was performed 
due to the onset of left thigh pain also demonstrated a bone plasmacytoma. Further bone marrow 
(BM) workup did not show evidence of MM. The patient was started on daratumumab, bortezomib, 
lenalidomide and dexamethasone (DVRD regimen), while also being scheduled for autologous stem 
cell transplantation. After his fourth treatment cycle a repeat PET-CT showed partial remission of 
the femoral lesion and no signs of BM involvement or recurrence in the gallbladder. This rare case 
prompted us to conduct an extensive search of the existing literature concerning extramedullary 
plasmatocytomas of the gallbladder. A total of 14 cases were identified, which were analyzed, in 
order to present the diagnostic, therapeutic, and prognostic features of the disease.
RESULTS: The majority of patients were male (64.2%), with a median age of 66 years and common 
presenting symptoms included abdominal pain in 64.2%, jaundice and/or nausea in 21.4%, while 
7.1% (1) was completely asymptomatic, similarly to our case. Half of all patients had concurrent 
MM, but only one had a plasmacytoma with plasmablastic cytomorphology, like our patient with a 
Ki67 index of 50%. Concerning treatment, 57.1% were treated with cholecystectomy, 14.2% with 
chemotherapy following cholecystectomy, 21.4% solely with chemotherapy and 7.1% solely with 
radiation therapy. Death occurred in 14.2% and tumor remission in 85.7% of cases (at the time of 
case presentation).
CONCLUSION: Lastly, we point out the distinct features of the extremely rare plasmablastic cas-
es, compared to more mature EMP subtypes. Most notably, plasmablastic EMP may be challenging 
to differentiate from gallbladder lymphoma, has a higher proliferative index and worse prognosis 
compared to mature EMPs, thus demanding a more aggressive treatment approach.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
9th AEGEAN HEMATOLOGY ONCOLOGY SYMPOSIUM (AHOS 2022)

VENUE LOCATION & DATES

The 9th AHOS 2022 will be held from Thursday, September 15th to Sunday, September 18th 2022 in Chios, Greece 
at Chandris Hotel, www.chioschandrishotel.gr

REGISTRATION - CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE

All registered participants are entitled to receive a Certificate of Attendance.
The Certificate will be issued only upon display of participant badge, which will be issued by the Symposium Secre-
tariat and only upon satisfactory attendance.

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

The official language of the Symposium is English.

EXHIBITION

The Symposium will be accompanied by a major exhibition where pharmaceutical and/or equipment/device industries 
will display relevant products and therapeutic developments.

ORGANIZING SECRETARIAT

L.O.V.I., Tourism & Organization
  Çınarlı Mah. 1572 St. No:33 Office 

No:307 Withco - Konak / Izmir   0090 232 465 18 88
  www.loviturizm.com 
  info@loviturizm.com

22 Feidippidou st 11527 Athens-Greece
tel: +30 210 3005545

info@dromena.gr-www.dromena.gr




















